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few years later was at fault, la stating that hie signal was made at six o'clock,1 it is likely enough that this early summons was for the special purpose of giving formal completeness, by the attestation of two of his closest friends, to a private duty which was tho last to engage Nelson's attention                          I
and affections; for, in addition to the date, tho place and hour of his writing are fixed by tho words, £t In sight of tho Combined Fleets of France and Spain, distant about ten miles." Thin was tho common estimate of the relative positions, made by the 'British fleet at largo at daybreak, and coincides fairly well with tho inferences to be drawn, from the slow rate of speed at which tho wind permitted the British to advance, and from the hour the conflict begun. Nor wan there time, nor convenient room, for further delay. A. freshening breeze might readily have brought the* licet into action in a couple of hours, and it is tho custom in preparing for buttle-—tho signal for which, wan made at <'>.*!() —to remove most of tho convenience^ and arnuigementn for privacy, from the living spawn of tho olViciM's; partly to provide against their destruction, chiefly to clear away all impediments to fighting the guns, and to moving about the ship. In the case of the admiral, of             much might be postponed to the laat mo-          '               *
tnent, but in        his cabin was cleared of fixtures immediately                          i
after he wont on tho poop in tho early morning; for it is                          f
digtinutly mentioned that while there he gava particular di-reotionH in the matter, and enjoined great care in handling the portrait of Lady Hamilton, saying, ** Take care of my guardian
It Ht'ftniH, tlwrefore, probable that thi« *io-callml Codicil was
written in the quiet ininuton of the morning, while the flctot
farming it» order of sailing and bearing tip for the enemy,
but before the admiral^ cabin wa» cleared for bkttle.    In it
1 Tim '* KuryahtnV1 I«*g givt*» <<ight o'clock iti tho hour of tho eiipteirf» giiiug mi txmrd th« ** Victory;" hut Bla«kww»d not only any* nix, but «!N» fiMiUtiwii thiit fits nt»y on hoard lasttnl five and a half Iiour% whitth givcM UM>           tiitiii for             «ti hoard.   Tiw otlwr frigate cwptaitttt did not
pi HII               HiAtfkwocxt) iw th« ii*«l**!'» might tn«nl it fuller mid longer w»n-
tfiiiiwl Ititerfltw,               tlte geiwriil dinnitUm of tho ftigiiti? tK|tmdron would
IMI in bin li«ritl»; or Hiilwn might j»rt,J«tik.rly tbttiro th« j»n»w»ntw of ft clime prtiffiiliwiil fiiHid, tli«j i*«|itmin» of tho nhi{*i'uf*thf»*Hne having thuir now full of